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Where It Comes From and How to Find It

1. Historical AIAN census information

2. Race question over time 

3. American Community Survey

4. Business surveys

5. data.census.gov



Notes: These numbers include any people of Alaskan Native or American Indian origin who resided in 
Alaska. Numbers for 2000 and 2010 are bridged-race estimates.



http://labor.alaska.gov/trends/

http://labor.alaska.gov/trends/home.htm


http://labor.alaska.gov/trends/

http://labor.alaska.gov/trends/home.htm


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1352023703000820

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1352023703000820




Alaska Natives in the Census

1790 First census conducted in U.S. The Constitution specifically 
excluded “Indians not taxed” (defined as those living as part of a 
sovereign community) from the count.

1880 First census in Alaska occurred during 1880 and 1881 summers

1890-1950 Census takers use observation to identify race

1960-1980 Tabulated census categories: Aleut, American Indian, Eskimo

1980 Census Day was Jan. 22 for Point Hope, Barrow and 16 other 
villages in northern and western Alaska

2000 People can identify as more than one race



Source: https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html

https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html
https://www.census.gov/data-tools/demo/race/MREAD_1790_2010.html


Santa Ana 
Register (Santa 
Ana, Calif.), 
Aug. 22, 1919

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html


Kathryn Dyakanoff Seller 

• Aleut (Unangan)

• Alaska Women’s Hall of Fame since 2017

• Teacher, writer, census enumerator

1940 Census, Akhiok (Alitak) Village
Photo: www.aleutcorp.com

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html


https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html

“Bud Kanayurak, 72, (left) an interpreter 
for the 1920 census in Barrow, Alaska, is 
interviewed in Barrow for the 1980 census 
by Maggie Hollen of Fairbanks. The 
interview was conducted in Inupiat, the 
native Eskimo language. The 1980 head 
count is making its way around 18 villages 
in Alaska’s North Slope in freezing 
temperatures.”

Marshfield News Herald (Marshfield, Wis.), Feb. 26, 1980

https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2019/07/alaska-remote-areas-always-first-counted-decennial-census.html


2020 Census

AIAN
United
States

Alaska

Alone 2,932,248 104,871

Alone or 
In Combo

5,220,579 138,312

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census SF1 DP-1



One race
49%

Two races
42%

Three 
races

8%

Four or 
more 
races
1%

One race
67%

Two races
28%

Three races
4%

Four or 
more 
races

1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2018 American Community Survey, Table S0201

U.S. AIAN Population U.S. Alaska Native Population
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2018 1-Year Estimates, Table S0201



Alaska Oklahoma New Mexico South Dakota

Montana
Hawaii

Arizona North Dakota

Proportion American Indian and Alaska Native alone 
or in combination with one or more other races



Tribal grouping alone or in combination 
with another race

2010 Census

Yup’ik tribal grouping 33,889

Inupiat tribal grouping 33,360

Tlingit-Haida tribal grouping 26,080

Alaskan Athabascan tribal grouping 22,484

Aleut tribal grouping 19,282

Tsimshian tribal grouping 3,755

Source: 2010 Census Summary File 2, Table PCT1
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What does the Census Bureau do?

Decennial Census
 Every 10 years, counts residents within census blocks

American Community Survey (ACS)
 Annual social, economic and housing data

130 other surveys and censuses
 Current Population Survey (CPS) since 1940

 National Crime and Victimization Survey (NCVS)

 Health Interview Survey (HIS)

 Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE)

 Economic Census

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/surveys-programs.html


What is the American Community Survey?

• Ongoing survey – about 750 Alaska 

households every month

• Detailed social and economic estimates

• Data released twice annually

• 1-year estimates (12 months of data)

• 5-year estimates (60 months of data)



2020 Census vs. ACS

100% data

How many people live in the 
U.S.?

Count - People, housing units

Point in time April 1, 2020

2020 Census

Sample estimates ~2% 

How do people live in the 
U.S.?

Characteristics - Income, 
poverty, education

Period in Time    
12 months, 60 months

American 
Community 

Survey
1940-2000
Long Form
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Popular ACS data topics

• Median Income

• Employment by race

• Characteristics of housing 

• Health insurance coverage

• Educational attainment

• Language spoken at home and ability to speak English

• Place of birth

• Commuting



16%

Alaska Native 

7%

Total Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2018 1-Year American Community Survey, Table S0201

2018 Unemployment Rates in Alaska



Language spoken at home, Alaska AIAN population 5+

Speak only English 78.2% +/-1.2

Speak a language 
other than English

21.8% +/-1.2

American Community Survey 2018 1-Year Estimates Selected Population Profiles, Table S1601



Language spoken at home, Alaska population 5+

Speak only English 573,373 +/-2,326 83.8% +/-0.3

Speak a language 
other than English

110,903 +/-2,319 16.2% +/-0.3

Spanish 24,378 +/-1,319 3.6% +/-0.2

Other Indo-
European languages

15,582 +/-1,334 2.3% +/-0.2

Asian and Pacific 
Island languages

38,971 +/-1,245 5.7% +/-0.2

Other languages 31,972 +/-1,177 4.7% +/-0.2

American Community Survey 2014-2018 5-Year Estimates Subject Tables, Table S1601

You can assume most of these 

are Alaska Native languages



Percent of people 5 years and over who speak a 
language other than English at home MOE

Chefornak ANVSA, AK 98.1 1.1

Nightmute ANVSA, AK 95.1 3.7

Newtok ANVSA, AK 94.7 3.6

Nunapitchuk ANVSA, AK 94.7 3.1

Tuntutuliak ANVSA, AK 94.6 2.7

Toksook Bay ANVSA, AK 93.9 2.5

Kipnuk ANVSA, AK 92.5 2.6

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, Table GCT1601



Janitors And Building Cleaners 7,300 3,354 31% 291 378

Fishing And Hunting Workers 4,232 3,069 42% 229 341

Cashiers 8,872 2,914 25% 273 240

Laborers And Freight, Stock, And Material Movers, Hand 6,651 2,618 28% 226 237

Miscellaneous Managers, Including Funeral Service 
Managers And Postmasters And Mail Superintendents

11,665 2,055 15% 423 201

Construction Laborers 4,670 1,825 28% 143 199

Teacher Assistants 3,410 1,711 33% 108 263

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample, data.census.gov/mdat

Estimate based on 

survey responses



Janitors And Building Cleaners 7,300 3,354 31% 291 378

Fishing And Hunting Workers 4,232 3,069 42% 229 341

Cashiers 8,872 2,914 25% 273 240

Laborers And Freight, Stock, And Material Movers, Hand 6,651 2,618 28% 226 237

Miscellaneous Managers, Including Funeral Service 
Managers And Postmasters And Mail Superintendents

11,665 2,055 15% 423 201

Construction Laborers 4,670 1,825 28% 143 199

Teacher Assistants 3,410 1,711 33% 108 263

Number of survey 

responses estimates 

are based on 

(“unweighted sample”)

Source: 2013-2017 American Community Survey Public Use Microdata Sample, data.census.gov/mdat



Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs

• The ASE samples approximately 290,000 employer businesses in 
operation anytime during the survey year

• The ASE collects statistics on the characteristics of businesses and 
their owners

• Included are nonfarm businesses filing Internal Revenue Service tax 
forms as individual proprietorships, partnerships, or any type of 
corporation, and with receipts of $1,000 or more 

• The ASE covers firms with paid employees



Alaska,
AIAN-owned businesses with 
paid employees

Number of 
firms with 
paid
employees

Sales, 
receipts, or 
value of 
shipments

Number of 
paid 
employees for 
pay period 
including 
March 12

Annual payroll 
($1,000)

Total for all sectors 366 $500 million to 
$1 billion

3,102 122,451

Construction 92 $150 million to 
$500 million

678 51,082

Professional, scientific, and technical services 58 $15 million to 
$50 million

232 8,774

Transportation and warehousing 38 $150 million to 
$500 million

474 34,945

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2016 Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs



2012 Survey of Business Owners

• Sample of 1.75 million businesses with receipts of $1,000 or more

• “American Indian- and Alaska Native-Owned” is defined as any firm 
with AIAN owners holding a 51% or larger stake 

• BUT the survey excludes businesses that are tribally owned or owned 
by Alaska Native Regional or Village Corporations and their 
subsidiaries



American 
Indian- and 
Alaska Native-
owned firms

Number 
of firms

Sales, 
receipts, or 
value of 
shipments 
of firms 
($1,000)

Number of 
firms with 
paid 
employees

Sales, 
receipts, or 
value of 
shipments 
of firms 
with paid 
employees 
($1,000)

Number of 
paid 
employees 
for pay 
period 
including 
March 12

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000)

Number of 
firms 
without 
paid 
employees

Sales, 
receipts, or 
value of 
shipments 
of firms 
without 
paid 
employees 
($1,000)

Total for all 
sectors

7,489 835,361 456 646,781 3,150 151,630 7,033 188,580

Agriculture, 
forestry,
fishing, and 
hunting

3,364 92,287 13 * Less than
20

* 3,351 84,086

Professional, 
scientific, and 
technical 
services

666 59,927 32 44,402 267 16,352 633 15,526

Construction 481 286,674 127 269,545 665 53,181 355 17,130



State
Percent of all firms 
that are AIAN-owned

Percent of firms with 
paid employees that 
are AIAN-owned

Alaska 11.0% 2.9%

Oklahoma 8.5% 5.5%

Montana 2.7% 1.2%

New Mexico 5.8% 1.2%

North Dakota 2.2% 1.0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 2012 Survey of Business Owners



The ABS sampled approximately 

850,000 employer businesses in 

2017 and approximately 300,000 

employer businesses annually in 

years 2018-2021.



www.census.gov/aian



Webinars at census.gov/academy

https://www.census.gov/data/academy/webinars/upcoming.html


Two Options To Start Your Search:

1. Single Search

• Free-form search box

2. Advanced Search

• Select search criteria in a step-by-

step filtering experience where  

you select desired checkboxes

Tips:

• Find many results with either option.

• Access complex topics and geographies through 
advanced search only. Give advanced search a try if 
you’re not finding a quick answer with single
search.

57



Single Search: Keywords and Codes

Type keywords or  
codes to specify:

• Geography
• Topic
• Table ID
• Table prefix
• NAICS code



Use Advanced Search to specify:

• Geographies with:

Complex names (ex: tracts)
Collections (ex: all counties in AK)

• Multiple topics

• Particular survey program

• Population groups

Race, tribe, Hispanic origin,  
ancestry, and foreign-born groups

Advanced Search: More Complex Searches



Customizing Tables

Look for "Customize  
Table" and "Customize  
Map" buttons to  
access the full set of  
customization options

Use table controls to:

1. Download data

2. Transpose rows and 
columns

3. Add or remove  items 
from your search criteria

4. View data notes



Mapping
Map a data variable  
from a table

1. Select table
2. Press “Customize Map”

3. Use left-hand side to 
select variable (not 
always straightforward)

4. Add or remove  
geographies:
Filter option
Rectangle selection tool
Click on the map



Mapping
Map a data variable  
from a table

1. Select your table
2. Press “Customize Map”

3. Use left-hand side to 
select variable (not always 
straightforward)

4. Add or remove  
geographies:
Filter option
Rectangle selection tool
Click on the map

You can change
geographies or 
variables within the 
map view



Watch out!
• Defaulting to 1-year dataset

• Geographies not loading in advanced 

search

• Refresh page or press F5

• It’s difficult to map percent estimates 

from subject tables

• Become familiar with the table 

layout

• Wrong order in of labels in file 

downloads



https://www.archives.gov/research/census


https://www.nhgis.org/


https://www.ancestry.com/

