
Letter from the Alaska Native Tumor Registry 
Director

Hello, and welcome to this issue of the ANTR Newsletter,

I hope that this newsletter finds you in good health and good spirits for the 
spring, and that everyone is enjoying the warmer weather! It’s been a period 
of much excitement at ANTR! We were fortunate that no one on our team 
suffered any real damage as part of the November 30th earthquake, and 
everything cleared up relatively quickly. Also, we welcomed not one, but 
TWO new members of the ANTR family. Donna Carlo joined the ANTR team 
in December (see “About Us” section for her real welcome!), and Calvin Grey 
Zimpelman was born right around the same time. Garrett and Bethany are 
proud (and very tired) parents of this gorgeous young gentleman!

It’s been a busy year on the work front, too. In November, we had one of our 
biannual data submissions to the National Cancer Institute, with our second 
occurring at the end of February. Many thanks to all of you for helping us with 
the collection of complete and accurate information on cancer within the 
Alaska Native community. With support from the National Cancer Institute and 
the Alaska Native Medical Center, we also installed a state-of-the-art system 
that will help us locate cancer cases in pathology records more efficiently. This 
automated system will also increase patient privacy by reducing the need for 
manual review of records.

In January, I attended the Alaska Public Health Summit in Anchorage and gave 
two presentations related to the ANTR’s work. The first was part of a panel 
discussion on data housed by ANTHC’s Alaska Native Epidemiology Center, 
and how to access these data. We’ve included a little information on this in the 
“Did You Know?” section. The second presentation was about a collaborative 
study on the cancers diagnosed among participants of the Alaska EARTH study. 
Further information is available in the “Data Use” section. The data that we 
collect has more impact on the health of Alaska Native people when it’s being 
used, so we’re really excited to be a part of studies like these, and even more 
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In order to complete our 

casefinding, we have to 

find cases throughout 

the state. We are just 

about done with 2017, and 

currently have collected 

information on 489 cases. 

Many thanks to the 

facilities that work with 

us to make this happen. 

We have recently begun 

casefinding for 2018, so 

check your inbox! ”
“I’ve recently been working with Dr. Sarah Nash on updating a 2003 report looking 

at the prevalence and types of cancers experienced by Alaska Native children. 
These kind of high quality data, which are regularly produced by the ANTR 
team, are critical to better plan the development of the appropriate healthcare 
services as close to home for those that need them most. Without ANTR, Tribal 
healthcare leadership and clinical staff would be at a distinct disadvantage 
when developing the systems of care that will make Alaska Native people the 
healthiest people in the world.

      -- Matt Hirschfeld, ANMC/SCF

Your Voice 
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CHECK 
YOUR 
INBOX

excited to be able to share the results with our partners across the state.

This year, we’re looking forward to continuing to collect data that will inform our 
understanding of cancer among Alaska Native people. 2018 is a big year for cancer 
registration, with major changes coming to the way we’re collecting and coding 
certain variables. We look forward to working with you all to weather these 
changes, and thank you in advance for your patience! Just a friendly reminder, 
ANTR recently sent out a 2018 Cancer Diagnosis list for your review.

As always, we hope this newsletter is interesting and informative for you. Our 
goal is to give you a little glimpse into what we do with the data you share 
with us, and the important work that’s being conducted on behalf of Alaska 
Native people here at the ANTR. Let us know if you have any questions on 
anything you see here, or if there’s anything you’d like to see in a future edition. 
And of course, please feel free to share this information with any tribal- and 
community-health partners who may be interested.

Thank you, 
Sarah Nash, ANTR Director

Continued from page 1  -  Letter from the Director...

About Us

Our former Program Associate, Iona Sallison, returned to Bethel in 
October. While we are deeply saddened by her departure, we are 
also very glad that she is able to spend 
time with her family and we wish her 
well. Our newest team member, Donna 
Carlo, joined the ANTR in December 
as a Program Associate. Donna grew up 
in Fairbanks and Southern California, 
and now resides in Anchorage. She has 
a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and 
a certificate in medical coding. Prior to 
joining ANTR, she worked as a medical 
biller. Donna enjoys riding her bike 
on the Anchorage trails and kayaking. 
Please join us in welcoming Donna! Donna Carlo, Program Associate
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Data Use

Between 2004-2006, 3821 Alaska 
Native (AN) people were recruited 
into a study to understand risk and 
protective factors for chronic disease 
(including cancer) among Alaska 
Native people. The Alaska Education 
and Research Towards Health 
(EARTH) study was part of a larger 
nationwide effort to understand 
chronic disease among American 
Indian and Alaska Native people. 
Participants were recruited from 
three regions in Alaska: Southcentral, 
Southeast, and Southwest. The study 
was a partnership between ANTHC, 
Southcentral Foundation, the Yukon 
Kuskokwim Health Corporation, and 
the Southeast Alaska Regional Health 
Consortium. 

Ten years later, we worked with 
the Alaska EARTH investigators to 
understand the cancer experience 
of the study participants. We 
linked the Alaska EARTH study to 
ANTR records, to find out who had 
developed cancer since they signed 
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to AN people statewide, and all 
AN people living in the Southeast. 
We recommend that Alaska EARTH 
investigators keep watching the 
rates of cancer among Alaska Earth 
participants to see if this difference 
is real, or if it’s due to the small 
numbers of people (and cancer cases) 
experienced in each Alaska EARTH 
region. 

Did You Know?

The Alaska Native Tumor Registry is housed within ANTHC’s 
Alaska Native Epidemiology Center (EpiCenter), one of 12 Tribal 
Epidemiology Centers (TECs) nationwide. It is part of the TECs’ mission to 
make public health data available to its tribal partners. The EpiCenter is 
your go-to resource for data on a wide variety of topics, including cancer. 
Examples of summary data that the EpiCenter can provide include: The 
Alaska Trauma Registry, Hospital Discharge Data, Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey, Pregnancy Risk Assessment, Monitoring System, Infectious 
Disease Surveillance, and Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System.

Services provided by the EpiCenter include responding to data requests, 
technical assistance and training, and providing data directly on our 
website through factsheets. If you, or anyone in your organization, is 
looking for data or data-related technical assistance, please share our 
contact information with them.

anthctoday.org/epicenter  •  (907) 729-4567  •  anepicenter@anthc.org

up for the study. In the ten or so 
years since the start of the study, 173 
participants had developed cancer. 
The leading cancers, and the rates of 
those cancers, were very similar to 
those of AN people statewide. The 
biggest difference we noticed was 
that breast cancer rates were higher 
among Alaska EARTH participants 
in the Southeast region, compared 

Do YOU have a story 

to share?  

We’d love to feature YOU and 
how you use ANTR data in your 

programs.

Incidence of leading cancers among participants of the Alaska 
EARTH study, compared to all AN people statewide, 2006-Present
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Remember, you can find all of 
our cancer-related reports and 
factsheets online at  
anthctoday.org/epicenter/antr.html 

Want to receive our 
newsletter via email?

Contact us at antr@anthc.org to be 
added to our newsletter email list.

Have You Seen Our Website? 


